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Il bacino del Murray Darling € uno dei piu
grandi ecosistemi dell'Australia.

Andrew McConville, amministratore delegato
della Murray Darling Basin Authority, ha
affermato che il bacino comprende 24 fiumi,
in un‘area grande quanto la Francia e la
Germania messe insieme.

"It's a million square kilometres. You're
talking about 35 billion dollars worth of
agriculture production, 15 billion dollars
worth of tourism. 2.3 million people live in
the basin - but actually 3.2 million people,
because Adelaide depend on it for drinking
water. So it really is what | would call one of
the agricultural and environmental engines
of the nation."

Un piano per la gestione del bacino é stato
introdotto 14 anni fa in risposta alla siccita del
nuovo millennio, la cosiddetta Millennium
Drought, ma non ha raggiunto tutti i suoi
obiettivi.

Questa ¢ la conclusione di un rapporto del
2024 redatto da un collettivo chiamato
Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists.

Per il portavoce Matt Colloff il rapporto
mostra che dal lancio del piano sono stati
ottenuti pochi miglioramenti, mentre alcune
aree sono addirittura peggiorate.

"We've seen waterbird populations decline
overall in the Murray Darling Basin by about

The Murray Darling Basin is one of Australia's
biggest ecosystems.

Murray Darling Basin Authority chief
executive Andrew McConville says the basin
features 24 rivers, in an area that's the size of
France and Germany combined.

“It's a million square kilometres. You're
talking about 35 billion dollars worth of
agriculture production, 15 billion dollars
worth of tourism. 2.3 million people live in
the basin - but actually 3.2 million people,
because Adelaide depend on it for drinking
water. So it really is what | would call one of
the agricultural and environmental engines
of the nation."

A plan to manage the Basin was introduced
14 years ago in response to the Millennium
Drought - but it's not met all of its targets.

That was the finding of a 2024 report from a
collective called the Wentworth Group of
Concerned Scientists.

Spokesperson Matt Colloff said the report
showed little improvement had been
achieved since the launch of the plan - while
there some areas that had actually gotten
worse.

"We've seen waterbird populations decline
overall in the Murray Darling Basin by about
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60 per cent. We've also seen an increase in
the frequency of fishkills."

Craig Wilkins ¢ il direttore nazionale della
Murray Darling Conservation Alliance.

A distanza di due anni, per Wilkins alcune
regioni hanno ancora chiaramente piu
bisogno di aiuto rispetto ad altre.

"The ones that seem to be struggling the
most are the ones at the end of the major
river channels... When we look at
particularly in the northern Basin in New
South Wales there are areas which are
really doing it tough. So we're talking about
around the Gwydir, around the Barwon... A
lot of it is because climate change is biting,
there is less consistent rainfall, and there is
too much water being taken out for
irrigation, and the landscape is essentially
being sucked dry of the water it needs for
its long-term health."

| gruppi ambientalisti hanno attribuito la
responsabilita della significativa riduzione del
deflusso verso fiumi, torrenti e zone umide
all'interno del bacino a decenni di interventi
ingegneristici, all'eccessiva allocazione delle
risorse idriche e all'effetto di inaridimento
causato dai cambiamenti climatici.

IL ministro dell' Ambiente Murray Watt ha
difatti appena ripristinato le misure di
protezione per una parte del bacino che molti
temevano fosse stata duramente colpita da
questi problemi.

“I'm announcing that | have accepted a
recommendation from Australia's
Threatened Species Committee to list the
lower Murray River as critically endangered
under national environmental law."

Andrew McConville non ha hegato che i
problemi esistano ancora.

60 per cent. We've also seen an increase in
the frequency of fishkills."

Craig Wilkins is the National Director of the
Murray Darling Conservation Alliance.

Two years on, he says there are some regions
that are still clearly more in need of help than
others.

"The ones that seem to be struggling the
most are the ones at the end of the major
river channels... When we look at
particularly in the northern Basin in New
South Wales there are areas which are
really doing it tough. So we're talking about
around the Gwydir, around the Barwon... A
lot of it is because climate change is biting,
there is less consistent rainfall, and there is
too much water being taken out for
irrigation, and the landscape is essentially
being sucked dry of the water it needs for
its long-term health.”

Environment groups have blamed decades of
engineering, over-allocation of water, and the
drying effect of climate change for a
significant reduction in runoff to rivers, creeks
and wetlands within the basin.

Indeed, the Environment Minister Murray
Watt has just reinstated protection provisions
for a part of the Basin that many worried had
been hard hit by these issues.

“I'm announcing that | have accepted a
recommendation from Australia's
Threatened Species Committee to list the
lower Murray River as critically endangered
under national environmental law."

Andrew McConville doesn't dispute problems
still exist.




Mc Conville ha appena condotto una
revisione del piano per il bacino - la primain
quasi 14 anni di storia - che, secondo lui,
evidenzia quanto sia enorme il compito da
svolgere e quanto sia gia stato fatto.

"It's both impressive, it's fragile, it's
complex... We get a bit hard on ourselves
here in Australia in terms of what we do. We
are leading the world really in terms of
managing a basin of this size and scale in
the manner that we do."

Tuttavia, le preoccupazioni rimangono.

Per Craig Wilkins gli ambientalisti temono
che la revisione non produrra miglioramenti o
cambiamenti significativi, anche se lui
sostiene che non deve necessariamente
essere Cosi.

"We are hopeful that this big moment in the
life of the Murray Darling Basin is going to
be embraced, and the review will do the
hard work required."

Un'area in cui molti sperano di vedere una
riforma significativa € quella relativa al
coinvolgimento delle comunita indigene.

Il documento di discussione della revisione
afferma che fino ad ora esse sono state in
gran parte escluse dalla gestione del bacino,
nonostante i loro legami culturali e la loro
profonda conoscenza.

E un aspetto che Brad Moggridge, ricercatore
delle Prime Nazioni nel campo delle scienze
idriche, aveva gia segnalato in precedenza a
SBS.

"It's quite upsetting when you think about it.
We've got done over. Again. And as
indigenous people, there's 46 odd nations in
the Murray Darling Basin and we don't

He's just led a review of the Basin plan - the
first in its almost 14 year history - that he says
highlights what a massive task it is, and how
far they have already come.

“It's both impressive, it's fragile, it's
complex... We get a bit hard on ourselves
here in Australia in terms of what we do. We
are leading the world really in terms of
managing a basin of this size and scale in
the manner that we do."

Still, concerns remain.

Craig Wilkins says conservationists worry that
the review won't produce any meaningful
improvements or change.

But he says it doesn't have to be that way.

"We are hopeful that this big moment in the
life of the Murray Darling Basin is going to
be embraced, and the review will do the
hard work required."

One area that many are hoping to see
significant reform in relates to the
involvement of Indigenous communities.

The review's discussion paper says they have
been largely excluded from the management
of the Basin to this point, despite their cultural
connections and deep knowledge.

It's something that First Nations water
science researcher Brad Moggridge has
previously flagged to SBS.

“It's quite upsetting when you think about it.
We've got done over. Again. And as
indigenous people, there's 46 odd nations in
the Murray Darling Basin and we don't




really have a say into where water flows,
and we don't really have access."

Ma affrontare tutte queste questioni significa
addentrarsi in un campo di battaglia politico.

La ministra ombra dell'ambiente Angie Bell
ha dichiarato che il governo ha gestito male
le esigenze del bacino del Murray Darling.

"What the Basin needs is infrastructure; it
needs management of invasive species; it
needs efficient water practices; it needs to
improve the water quality. What it doesn't
need is more regulatory uncertainty and
burden, which could hinder that sort of
investment that we would like to see.”

Murray Watt, tuttavia, sostiene che il governo
federale laburista stia semplicemente
cercando di recuperare il ritardo, accusando il
precedente governo di coalizione di non aver
agito per anni sui problemi del bacino.

Watt ha dichiarato che il governo ha attuato
un piano deciso per riacquistare i diritti
sull'acqua dai titolari delle licenze.

"They had 10 years to recover 450 gigalitres
of environment. They recovered two
gigalitres. Now in the couple of years since
we've been in office we've already
recovered something like 170 gigalitres
towards that 450, and you would have seen
towards the end of last year | announced
we'd be acquiring another 130 to get us to
300 ((gigalitres)).”

La senatrice dei Verdi del South Australia
Sarah Hanson-Young ha un suo programma,
e ha manifestato la sua intenzione di opporsi
con forza al peggioramento della crisi del
bacino, in particolare nel suo Stato.

"Other states, of course - those with vested
interests, the big corporate irrigators
upstream, in upstream states - will be

really have a say into where water flows,
and we don't really have access."

But tackling all of these issues means wading
into a political battleground.

Shadow environment minister Angie Bell says
the government has been badly mishandling
the needs of the Murray Darling Basin.

"What the Basin needs is infrastructure; it
needs management of invasive species; it
needs efficient water practices; it needs to
improve the water quality. What it doesn't
need is more regulatory uncertainty and
burden, which could hinder that sort of
investment that we would like to see.”

Murray Watt however argues the Labor
federal government is simply trying to catch
up, accusing the previous Coalition
government of failing to act on the Basin's
problems for years.

He says the government has implemented an
aggressive scheme to buy water entitlements
back from licence holders.

"They had 10 years to recover 450 gigalitres
of environment. They recovered two
gigalitres. Now in the couple of years since
we've been in office we've already
recovered something like 170 gigalitres
towards that 450, and you would have seen
towards the end of last year | announced
we'd be acquiring another 130 to get us to
300 ((gigalitres)).”

South Australian Greens Senator Sarah
Hanson-Young has her own agenda, and has
flagged her intention to push hard against the
Basin falling deeper into crisis, especially in
her state.

"Other states, of course - those with vested
interests, the big corporate irrigators
upstream, in upstream states - will be




wanting to get more and more water for
themselves at the cost of and the expense
of our river system, our environment, and
our state... And we'll be making sure we
fight tooth and nail for our river, for our
Murray, and for our Coorong."

Mentre si combatte questa battaglia, Andrew
McConville sostiene che a un certo punto
potrebbe essere necessario prendere
decisioni difficili che esulano dalla
competenza dell'Autorita del bacino.

Tali decisioni potrebbero riguardare la
preoccupazione che alcune colture
richiedano un consumo eccessivo di acqua
per lambiente, come le mandorle coltivate
nel Victoria.

"Governments are often reluctant to
intervene in a market to say well you can
grow this and you can't grow this. That's not
the way Australia works. They do it in other
parts of the world. But | think there's a
range of decisions that need to be made.
And what we're trying to do in the context
of the Basin plan is to make sure the Basin
plan itself has a range of tools that can be
called upon to achieve certain
environmental outcomes."

Craig Wilkins e tuttavia convinto che 'Autorita
del bacino del Murray-Darling abbia ancora
un ruolo cruciale da svolgere.

"We are really calling on the Basin Authority
to make sure that they are not second
guessing the Minister, and not assuming
that the Albanese government will be afraid
to do the hard things everyone knows is
required and to make those tough choices.
The community needs the unvarnished
truth.”

wanting to get more and more water for
themselves at the cost of and the expense
of our river system, our environment, and
our state... And we'll be making sure we
fight tooth and nail for our river, for our
Murray, and for our Coorong."

As that battle is waged, Andrew McConville
says difficult decisions may need to be made
at some point that are beyond the Basin
Authority's scope.

Those decisions could address concerns that
some crops are too water intensive for the
environment - like almond farms in Victoria.

"Governments are often reluctant to
intervene in a market to say well you can
grow this and you can't grow this. That's not
the way Australia works. They do it in other
parts of the world. But | think there's a
range of decisions that need to be made.
And what we're trying to do in the context
of the Basin plan is to make sure the Basin
plan itself has a range of tools that can be
called upon to achieve certain
environmental outcomes.”

But Craig Wilkins believes the Murray Darling
Basin Authority still has a crucial role to play.

"We are really calling on the Basin Authority
to make sure that they are not second
guessing the Minister, and not assuming
that the Albanese government will be afraid
to do the hard things everyone knows is
required and to make those tough choices.
The community needs the unvarnished
truth."




Report by Deborah Groarke for SBS News.
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