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Slow Italian, Fast Learning 
 
Ep.396: Yeah, nah: Australians report a drop in their sense of belonging 
Italian English 
 
Dal nuovo commissario della Polizia 
Federale Australiana Krissy Barrett: 
  
"Under my leadership, the AFP will have a 
laser focus on disrupting crimes that 
impact our sovereignty, our democracy, our 
social cohesion." 
  
- al Primo Ministro Anthony Albanese: 
 
"They were attempts to undermine social 
cohesion and sow discord in our 
community." 
  
... La coesione sociale è stata una frase molto 
popolare tra i nostri leader politici, come ha 
osservato l'inviata per l'antisemitismo Jillian 
Segal: 
  
"We talk of social cohesion, and it's just 
easy to say those words." 
  
È stato anche un tema ricorrente nella 
cultura australiana, se la popolarità di 
canzoni come questa dei The Seekers può 
essere indicativa. 
  
"I am, you are, we are Australian." 
  
Ma cos'è esattamente la coesione sociale?  
  
Il dottor James O'Donnell dell'Australian 
National University è uno dei principali 
coautori del rapporto della Fondazione 
Scanlon.  
  
Ha dichiarato a SBS Hindi che il rapporto 
misura proprio questo ogni anno. 
  
"We can think of social cohesion as a really 
big concept, an idea that really captures so 
much about how society sticks together, 

 
From new Australian Federal Police 
commissioner Krissy Barrett: 
 
"Under my leadership, the AFP will have a 
laser focus on disrupting crimes that impact 
our sovereignty, our democracy, our social 
cohesion." 
  
- to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese: 
 
"They were attempts to undermine social 
cohesion and sow discord in our 
community." 
  
... Social cohesion has been a popular phrase 
for our political leaders, as antisemitism envoy 
Jillian Segal has noted: 
  
 
"We talk of social cohesion, and it's just easy 
to say those words." 
  
It's also been a consistent theme in Australian 
culture, if the popularity of songs like this 
from The Seekers are any guide. 
  
 
"I am, you are, we are Australian." 
  
But what is social cohesion exactly? 
  
Dr James O'Donnell from the Australian 
National University is one of the lead co-
authors of the Scanlon Foundation report. 
  
 
He’s told SBS Hindi the report measures 
exactly this every year. 
  
"We can think of social cohesion as a really 
big concept, an idea that really captures so 
much about how society sticks together, 



 

   
 

how they make friends, connect with each 
other. How much they get along well, how 
much they work together on common 
things." 
  
Il rapporto dipinge un quadro complesso che 
suggerisce che il senso di appartenenza 
degli australiani sia diminuito nel tempo, e 
questo sembra essere profondamente 
legato alle tensioni generazionali.  
  
La cosiddetta silent generation, ovvero coloro 
nati tra il 1928 e il 1945, ha il più forte senso di 
appartenenza alla comunità, con l'85%.  
  
 
Da lì in poi, però, il senso di appartenenza 
inizia a diminuire nelle altre fasce d'età: i 
baby boomer hanno un senso di 
appartenenza del 73%, la generazione X del 
53% e, per quanto riguarda i millennial e la 
generazione Z, solo il 29% dei giovani adulti 
di età compresa tra i 18 e i 34 anni ha 
dichiarato di provare un senso di 
appartenenza.  
  
Il dottor O'Donnell afferma che in parte ciò è 
legato al normale cambiamento sociale e 
culturale, in termini di come ci identifichiamo 
con l'Australia.  
  
Ma aggiunge anche che potrebbe essere 
correlato a livelli più elevati di isolamento. 
  
"People who say they are feeling lonely 
and socially isolated - they are much less 
likely to say they have a sense of belonging 
in Australia." 
  
Questi risultati potrebbero anche essere 
correlati alle pressioni finanziarie.  
  
Il divario economico continua a essere il 
fattore più determinante per la scarsa 
coesione, con coloro che vivono in condizioni 
di difficoltà che riportano livelli più bassi di 
benessere, fiducia e legami con i propri vicini. 
  

how they make friends, connect with each 
other. How much they get along well, how 
much they work together on common 
things." 
  
The report paints a complicated picture that 
suggests Australians' sense of belonging has 
been declining over time - and this a ppears 
to be deeply connected to generational 
tensions. 
  
The so-called silent generation - those born 
between 1928 and 1945 - has the strongest 
sense of belonging in the community, at 85 
per cent. 
  
But from there it starts to drop across age 
groups: baby boomers are at a 73 per cent 
sense of belonging, generation X at 53 per 
cent, and for millenials and generation Z, only 
29 per cent of young adults aged 18 to 34 
reported feeling a sense of belonging. 
  
 
 
 
Dr O'Donnell says some of this is related to 
normal social and cultural change, in terms of 
how we identify with Australia. 
  
 
But he also says it could be related to higher 
levels of isolation. 
  
"People who say they are feeling lonely and 
socially isolated - they are much less likely 
to say they have a sense of belonging in 
Australia." 
  
These results are also likely to be related to 
financial pressures. 
  
Economic disadvantage continues to be the 
strongest predictor of low cohesion, with 
those experiencing hardship reporting lower 
levels of wellbeing, trust, and connection to 
their neighbours. 
  



 

   
 

 
 
Il rapporto Scanlon evidenzia che queste 
pressioni rimangono elevate, con il 40% degli 
australiani che si descrive come “che se la 
cava” o “in difficoltà”.  
  
Negli ultimi decenni, l'Australia ha registrato 
un notevole calo nella proprietà immobiliare 
e un corrispondente aumento della 
percentuale di affittuari, con un calo dal 61% 
al 43% nella fascia di età compresa tra i 25 e i 
34 anni. 
  
Secondo un rapporto Anglicare pubblicato di 
recente, per molti di questi affittuari 
l'accessibilità economica è in costante 
peggioramento, anche per i lavoratori a 
tempo pieno con reddito medio, secondo la 
CEO di Anglicare Kasy Chambers. 
  
"What we're seeing in this report is that 
rental stress, along with other signs of 
poverty - like coming to our emergency 
relief services that we operate across the 
country for food parcels and fuel vouchers 
- rental stress and those other signs of 
poverty are climbing the income ladder." 
  
In mezzo a queste pressioni finanziarie, il 
rapporto Scanlon offre un risultato 
contrastante sui tipi di questioni importanti 
che creano tensioni all'interno della 
comunità, in particolare il multiculturalismo.  
  
Il dottor O'Donnell afferma che 
l'atteggiamento nei confronti 
dell'immigrazione e della diversità rimane 
ampiamente positivo, anche se l'equilibrio si 
è spostato a causa delle pressioni sociali ed 
economiche. 
  
"83 per cent of us agree that 
multiculturalism has been good for 
Australia. 80 per cent say that immigrants 
are generally good for the economy. 
Similar proportions say that immigrants 
improve Australian society by bringing new 

 
 
 
The Scanlon report makes it clear these 
pressures remain high, with 40 per cent of 
Australians describing themselves as 'just 
getting along' or 'struggling'. 
  
In recent decades, Australia has experienced 
a notable decline in home ownership and a 
correlating rise in the proportion of renters, 
with those aged 25–34, for example, seeing a 
decline from 61 per cent to just 43. 
  
 
A newly released Anglicare report says for 
many of those renters, affordability has been 
steadily worsening, even for middle income 
full-time workers, according to Anglicare CEO 
Kasy Chambers. 
  
 
"What we're seeing in this report is that 
rental stress, along with other signs of 
poverty - like coming to our emergency 
relief services that we operate across the 
country for food parcels and fuel vouchers - 
rental stress and those other signs of 
poverty are climbing the income ladder." 
  
Amid these financial pressures, the Scanlon 
report offers a mixed result on the types of 
major issues that also create tensions within 
the community, particularly multiculturalism. 
  
 
Dr O'Donnell says attitudes towards 
immigration and diversity remain broadly 
positive, though the balance has shifted amid 
social and economic pressures. 
  
 
 
"83 per cent of us agree that 
multiculturalism has been good for 
Australia. 80 per cent say that immigrants 
are generally good for the economy. Similar 
proportions say that immigrants improve 



 

   
 

ideas and cultures, and 90 per cent of us 
say that immigrants can make just as good 
a citizen as people born in Australia." 
  
Tuttavia, secondo il dottor O'Donnell, il 
rapporto rivela anche una crescente 
preoccupazione per i pregiudizi e le 
discriminazioni, che influenzano il modo in 
cui interagiamo gli uni con gli altri. 
  
"35 per cent of people have a negative 
attitude towards Muslims. Anywhere 
between 27 to 43 per cent of people have 
negative attitudes towards migrants from a 
range of countries including China and 
India and Sudan, whereas they are much 
less likely to have negative attitudes 
towards European immigrants. Which 
means that racism is still a problem in 
Australia." 
  
Nonostante il rapporto suggerisca una 
tensione continua nel senso di appartenenza, 
fiducia e identità delle persone, il dottor 
O'Donnell rimane ottimista.  
Egli sostiene che i legami locali - e questa 
ampia accettazione del multiculturalismo - 
sono una delle ragioni principali per cui, 
secondo lui, la maggior parte degli 
australiani continua a dichiararsi felice e ad 
avere un forte senso di comunità. 
  
"You know, I have confidence that as long 
as we can weather these really sort of 
tough global conditions, these anti-migrant 
sentiments that we see across the world, 
that our support for multicultural Australia 
can continue to be a strength. But at the 
same time we can't take that for granted... 
while thinking about ways that we can sort 
of reverse some of those trends in 
belonging." 
 

Australian society by bringing new ideas 
and cultures, and 90 per cent of us say that 
immigrants can make just as good a citizen 
as people born in Australia." 
  
Yet Dr O'Donnell says the report also reveals 
growing concern about prejudice and 
discrimination, which affects how we relate to 
each other. 
  
 
"35 per cent of people have a negative 
attitude towards Muslims. Anywhere 
between 27 to 43 per cent of people have 
negative attitudes towards migrants from a 
range of countries including China and India 
and Sudan, whereas they are much less 
likely to have negative attitudes towards 
European immigrants. Which means that 
racism is still a problem in Australia." 
  
 
Still, despite the report suggesting an ongoing 
strain in peoples' sense of belonging, trust, 
and identity, Dr O'Donnell remains optimistic. 
  
He argues that local connections - and this 
broad acceptance of multiculturalism - are a 
big reason why he says most Australians 
continue to report happiness and a strong 
sense of community. 
  
 
"You know, I have confidence that as long as 
we can weather these really sort of tough 
global conditions, these anti-migrant 
sentiments that we see across the world, 
that our support for multicultural Australia 
can continue to be a strength. But at the 
same time we can't take that for granted... 
while thinking about ways that we can sort 
of reverse some of those trends in 
belonging." 
 

 
  
Report by Deborah Groarke for SBS News. 
 



 

   
 

Find more episodes of Slow Italian, Fast Learning using your favourite podcast app or at 
sbs.com.au/language/italian/podcast/slow-italiano-fast-learning  
Listen to SBS Italian every day from 8am - 10am on radio, TV or at sbs.com.au/italian  
Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/sbsitalian/  
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